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Sir: 

The Applicants request that the instantly filed Patent Application (RCE) be 
considered in light of the Declaration by Dr. Kauth. 

The claimed invention is directed to a process for producing phosgene having low 
content of carbon tetrachloride. Key features characterizing the inventive process 
are its pressure and temperature parameters. Specifically the gas stream emerging 
from the reactor is under pressure of 120 to 400 kPaabs and its temperature is 30 to 
80°C. 
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Cicha et al (WO 97/30932) and Obrecht (U.S. Patent 4,231 ,959) were cited in the 
course of prosecution of the parent Patent Application. 

Cicha disclosed a corresponding process yet is completely silent relative to 
pressure. Obrecht disclosed producing phosgene and provides no relevant 
information relative to the presently critical pressure parameter. 

Since neither document recite the critical parameters, the Applicants assert that the 
prima facie obviousness case has not been made. Further supporting Applicants' 
position is the Kauth Declaration. Accordingly, the working examples included in the 
application support the position that pressure and temperature are in fact critical 
parameters influencing the purity, in terms of CCL4 content, of the resulting 
phosgene. The relationship between the parameters and purity have not been 
disclosed or suggested by the cited art. 

Consideration of the evidence in the continued prosecution is requested. 
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